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WE, BECAUSE OF OUR FAITH ALONE 


On August 7, the day before he was arrested, Wang Ming-tao distributed copies of a pam- 
phlet with the above title. Rev. Thomas Lee has received a copy of this pamphlet, and from 
the excerpts which he translates we can see the general nature of it. 


It is a reply to T. T. Wu, H. H. Ts’ui and K. H. Ting, answering charges which they 
have brought against him, and charging them in turn with holding ‘‘modernist’’ theology. In 
replying to Y. T. Wu he quotes liberally from the latter's book Darkness and Light“, in which 
Wu recognizes the inevitability of a fundamentalist- modernist conflict and frankly comes out 
on the modernist side. Wang answers his doctrinal position, point by point, and ends up by 
lumping him with Dr. T. C. Chao as ‘‘false Christians, wolves wearing sheep's clothing 
within the flock. 


Ts'ui had charged that Wang Ming-tao was magnifying disputes over non-essentials, and 
hus causing unnecessary trouble within the church. On major matters we are one, it is only 
on minor matters that we differ. This, Wang charges, is not only not true, but Ts*’ui himself 
knows that it is not true. Therefore he does not approach Mr. Wu Yao-tsung in integrity, 
because he is really a modernist himself, but is not as frank as Mr, Wu in admitting it. 


K. H. Ting had charged in an article in the March 28 Tien Feng that it was imperialism 
that was trying to divide the church, so that any one who furthered these divisions was doing 
the work of imperialism. But Wang reminds him that this is a controversy of long standing, 
that it came to a head in 1922 in the United States in a conflict between Bishop Manning and 
Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, ‘Will Mr. Ting say that these struggles in other places were born 
of imperialism? As a Professor in Nanking Theological Seminary who knows the history of the 
church, will Mr. Ting say that imperialism is the cause of these divisions? You, Mr. Ting, 
have said that there must be something outside the church which hinders us from uniting. I will 
tell you why we cannot unite. What we believe, you do not believe! If you attempt to injure 
or threaten me with a nameless sin you must be careful, for God is a righteous God. 


We wish to say this very earnestly: We will not unite with unbelievers, and we will never 
join any of their organizations, We are united with true Christians in service to the Lord, and 
there we are united in the Spirit. We ought not to be forced to join together in one organiza- 
tion. We do not find it ordered or suggested in the Bible. Our behaviour is according to Faith.” 


It must be remembered that there are overtones in the above debate which do not appear in 
the words used. It is highly unlikely that any one would be arrested as Wang Ming-tao has been, 
for espousing one side or the other of the Fundamentalist-Modernist controversy, Instead, he was 
arrested for refusing to co-operate, It seems sufficiently clear that the attack on Wang through- 
out June and July was at government order, in order to make it appear that the subsequent arrest 
was according to the desire of the Christian body itself. 
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KATHLEEN LONSDALE REPORT 


In August and September of this year, Professor Kathleen Lonsdale, a British Quaker — 
tist, visited China as a part of the good-will delegation organized by some Labor M. P. s. The 
paragraph below is from a letter which she wrote on November 5, after her return home, 


In Shenyang (Mukden) I went to the Church of Christ, built in 1870, with a present mem- 
bership of 500 and also 100 non-members who attend, There are about ten new members each 
month, I was told by the Rev, Sun Peng-hsi and his assistants, the Rev. Wang Chen and Miss 
Lu Chih-pin, The internal decoration of the church was in good repair, and illustrated texts in 
Chinese and English were on the walls, There is a Young People's service every Saturday eve- 
ning, as well as all the usual Sunday and weeknight services, and a flourishing Sunday School, 
There is also a side chapel which is used for overflow services at Christmas and other times when 
the church is full, A public reading room attached to the church had Bibles of all sizes on the 
tables, including some with large print for those with failing sight; and one Bible s in Braille. 
They have had no communications with Presbyterians outside China for over ten years, but hope 
for the renewal of contacts as the political international situation improves. 


visited Ting Kuang-hsuin, who is still President of Nanking Theological „ (he 
showed me around), as well as being Bishop, In the YMCA in Shanghai there was a large notice- 
board with a list of some 180 churches, with addresses and telephone numbers, Y. T. Wu 
showed me at my request a typewritten account he had of the sales of whole Bibles and portions, 
printed by the China Bible House, which amounts to nearly 3,500,000 in the whole of China 
since 1949. 


HOMER AND MURIEL BROWN REPORT 


Rev. and Mrs. Homer Brown, formerly United Church of Canada missionaries in West China, 
have spent the past summer, May to September, in Peking visiting their daughter and son- in- 
law, The latter teaches English there in the Foreign Language Institute. They report that 
_. Newton Chiang is now the President of Yenching Union Theological Seminary, They had good QO < 


visits with him and with T. L. Yang, Professor of Theology. Regarding the future of the churc 
in China, Newton Chiang said, 


It all depends on the need of the people and how the church meets the need. If the need 
ceases to exist, or the church fails to meet the existing need, the church will die. When you 
pray for us pray that the church will meet the religious need that exists. He also said, There 
is hope for any church where pastor and people are a respected part of a community, none for 
the church and its people who do not fit into a community. 


There are more applicants for entrance to the theological seminaries than can be admitted. 


When asked about the church's theology, Professor Yang stated, There is a change in em- 
phasis connected with Christology. Born into a poor family - a laborer - concerned with the 
poor and oppressed - his life and thinking were in tune with the laboring class. He was antago- 
nistic to the ruling class with whom he took the struggle attitude. Christ's gospel is closely in 
tune with the present day; there is much social emphasis, The social teachings of Jesus are 
prominent in our preaching. 


Salvation is a striving to live up to Christ's ideals rather than a free gift from heaven, 
Christ's death demonstrated the way of life for us rather than ‘buying’ our salvation, You must 
realize your own salvation by giving your life for others, Labor is an essential part of salvation, 
laboring with love. 


We continue to teach eternal life. 

When asked how a feeling of dependence on God could be kept in China in these days he 
replied, *‘Back of all our planning and work is a guiding Hand- but we must think under His 
guidance. 


Newton Chiang is Protestant representative on the Peking Consultative Committee. As such } ¢ 
— 


— 
2 
= 
& 
« 
> 
= 
k. 
= 


it is his duty to ascertain the feeling of the Protestants of Peking on any issue up before the 
9 mmittee. What is more he must obtain a unanimous decision, which often entails several 
eetings of long discussion, He said that the Communists have much patience and are willing 
to delay if delay will bring unanimity of decision, 


The Religious Affairs Committees of the government evidently have considerable money to 
spend on the churches, Churches are repaired at government expense, and the travel bills of 
various church conferences are paid for by the government. According to Newton Chiang, the 
government paid the complete bill for the renovation of Trinity Cathedral in Shanghai. 


Most churches in Peking are adding new members every year, though in smaller numbers 

than formerly, Not one of the Salvation Army centers in Peking has closed, Of course they 

n now carry on without the social work which was formerly such a large part of their program, 
Before their evening service they go out with their band, sing and read scripture, but do not | 
preach on the street corner, They do invite listeners to proceed to the church with them, | 


The China Colleges Bulletin New Horizons“ for October has a number of items that will 
2 be of interest to our readers. 5800 young men and women applied this summer for the entrance 
examinations for the 200 places in the Freshman Class of Tunghai University, whose opening 
was postponed from September to October because of heavy floods this summer that held up 
construction work, 


Dr. Frederick Hung is teaching Geography at the Japan International University at Tokyo. 
He is filling the first of three chairs made possible by a grant of $100,000 to JICU from the 
United Board, 
a, 
Chung Chi College in Hong Kong was formally incorporated on July 20, 


7 ) : Paul Wiant retired as field architect at Tunghai University in September, and has now re- 
turned to the States, 


The Princeton- Yenching Foundation has changed its name to Princeton-in-Asia, It is as- 
sisting Tunghai University with professorships, scholarships, and funds for library books, 


. Miss Sara Downer, formerly in West China Union University, is now head of the Physics 
Department at Chung Chi College in Hong Kong. : 


News has been received of the death of Dr, Lincoln Dsang, former President of West China, 
; and of Bishop C. T. Song, Episcopal Bishop in Chengtu. 


THE WISE MAN FROM THE WEST (E. P. Dutton, 1955, $4.50) 


Vincent Cronin, son of the novelist A. J. Cronin, has written under the above title a bio- 
graphy of Matteo Ricci (1552-1610), the Italian Jesuit who established the Roman Catholic 
Church in China, It is a fascinating book, and firmly authenticated from Mcci's own Journal, 
his letters, and the regular reports which he sent out to his superiors during the 27 years of his ) 
residence in China, from 1583 to 1610, In sorne minor details the author betrays the fact that | 
he is a stranger to China, but that does not detract noticeably from the authenticity and the 
vividness of the narrative, 


Ricci reached Macau in 1582. Foreigners were not allowed within China proper, but the 
following year Ricci was invited by the magistrate at Shiuhing, in Kuangtung province, to 
come and make Shiuhing his home, After eleven years in Shiuhing and Shiuchow (the modern 
Kukong), he moved on to Nanchang and Nanking, In 1598 he made a first, unsuccessful trip to 
Peking, but came back again in 1601, and lived there until his death in 1610, receiving in- 
creasing honor from officials and scholars, 


— 


By the end of his career there were churches in each of the centers where he had lived, with | 
9 . 40e missionaries, and a number of Chinese studying for the priesthood, Among the converts 


